particularly its front cover. However, Alan Duncan and the Editorial Board chose to retain the historical interest cover notes and photos. These items, which are ably provided by Christine Ball and Rod Westhorpe, are now an essential part of the Journal and its character. Also in 2008, the Journal conducted a survey of subscribers. While the response rate was relatively low, the majority of respondents, whether anaesthetists or intensivists, rated the Journal as comparable to or better than other available journals, and were satisfied or more than satisfied with its content.
2003 to 2009 was a period of rapid growth for the Journal with subscriptions increasing by about 20% to over 3600, and with the number of submissions increasing from about 280 in 2004 to a projected total of over 600 in 2009. This excludes abstracts and correspondence, both of which also increased. The EPS also facilitated a substantial reduction in the time between initial submission and Editor's decision, and introduced other efficiencies.
During his time as Chief Editor, Alan Duncan continued his busy full-time role as Director of the Paediatric Intensive Care Unit at Princess Margaret Hospital in Perth. He also managed to maintain a separate senior editor role with Paediatric Critical Care Medicine and to serve on several committees for the Medical Board of Western Australia. Any mention of Alan Duncan must also include his contribution to the Faculty of Intensive Care of the Australian and New Zealand College of Anaesthetists and his enormous contribution to the development of the specialty of intensive care at a national and international level. With his initial training in anaesthesia, and his extensive experience in intensive care, he was superbly placed to be our Chief Editor.
The period in which Alan Duncan was Chief Editor will always be recognised as a period of rapid growth and improvement for the Journal. Alan fulfilled all the tasks set for him by the Society and has placed the Journal in an enviable position. While he has been supported by an excellent production team and by the Editorial Board, a large part of the recent success of the Journal must be attributed to his leadership. Fortunately, he is remaining as an Editor to continue to mentor and advise the current editorial and production team. This is very generous considering that he has already given 20 years service to the Journal.
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